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Finding Freedom 2 - “Permission Granted” 

The Big Idea: Pride is the number one trap the enemy uses to gain access to God’s people. 

The number one open door to the enemy is PRIDE  

1. Pride is trusting in YOUR OWN STRENGTH 

Luke 22:20-32, Matthew 16:21-23, Mark 14:27-31, John 13:1-17, 1 Corinthians 10:12  

2. Pride is trusting in YOUR OWN RIGHTEOUSNESS 

Job 1:6-12, Job 32:1-2, Job 33:8-9, Job 40:6-8  

3. Pride is trusting in YOUR OWN WISDOM 

1 Kings 22:7-8, 15-23  

What we know for sure is that God is IN CONTROL 

James 3:13-15  

Would God ever grant permission for the enemy to sift you? YES 

Why? Always FOR YOUR GOOD 

Proverbs 16:18, 1 Kings 22:34  

Pride is a trap that the STRONG, the RIGHTEOUS and the WISE can fall into. 

 

 
Finding Freedom 2 – Community Group Questions 

 
• We all wrestle with some kind of pride in our life. What window or door to pride is most often 

left open in your life? How have you worked on closing that door or window? 
 

• Who do you think more often grants Satan permission to take us into bondage, God or 
ourselves? Why do you believe this? 

 
• What is the danger of trusting in your own strength? Give an example 

 
• Jim talked a lot about Simon Peter’s pride. Can you relate to Simon Peter’s struggle and if so, 

why? 
 

• What does trusting in your own righteousness and spiritual pride have in common? What are the 
dangers of each? 

 
• Why is trusting in our own wisdom a open door to pride? How can we pursue being wise with 

out being prideful? 
 
“A proud man is always looking down on things and people; and, of course, as long as you are looking 
down, you cannot see something that is above you.” ― C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 

 


