
Final Instructions, 5 
“Choose Your Conflict” 

Small Group Discussion Card 
 
THE	BIG	IDEA:	When	you	choose	Jesus,	you	pick	a	side 
 
Opener Questions 

• When you were a kid, did you ever have to engage with a bully? Where you a bully?	
• Who was your best friend as a kid? What was the best part of that friendship?	

 
John 15:9-25 
9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my 
commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain 
in his love. 11 I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be 
complete. 12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no 
one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I 
command. 15 I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s 
business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have 
made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you 
might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and so that whatever you ask in my name the 
Father will give you. 17 This is my command: Love each other. 

18 “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 19 If you belonged to the world, 
it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out 
of the world. That is why the world hates you. 20 Remember what I told you: ‘A servant is not 
greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my 
teaching, they will obey yours also.21 They will treat you this way because of my name, for 
they do not know the one who sent me. 22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would 
not be guilty of sin; but now they have no excuse for their sin. 23 Whoever hates me hates my 
Father as well. 24 If I had not done among them the works no one else did, they would not be 
guilty of sin. As it is, they have seen, and yet they have hated both me and my Father. 25 But 
this is to fulfill what is written in their Law: ‘They hated me without reason.’ 

 
Discussion Questions 

• What is the biggest take away you had from Sunday’s message or from this reading?	
 

• What does it mean that you are Jesus’ friend?	
 

• Jesus chose you - and appointed you. What do you think that means?	
 

• We pick our friends, too. What do you most look for in a friend?	
 

• Do you have any friends that would lay down their life for you? How do you feel 
about your answer to that question?	

 



• Jesus wants you, His friend, to know about His business. What do you think that 
means? What do you think He wants you to know?	

 
• What does Jesus mean by, “The World” in this passage?	

 
• Why does He say that the world will hate you, too? (hint: v19)	

 
• In what ways do you feel like you “belong to” the world? In what ways do you feel 

that you do not “belong to” the world?	
 

• Jesus chose you to be His friend. What does this mean to you, personally?	
 

• When do you most sense the hatred reaction of the world that Jesus describes? Is it 
possible to follow Him closely and not experience that, in America? Why or why not?	

 
• How do you reconcile this passage on the world hating you and other passages about 

how to treat your enemies?	
 

• Pray for one another to be fruitful followers of Jesus who reveal God’s glory through 
our lives.	

 


